Parenting Tip
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Month

March

Lower Elementary Teachers
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& Love and Logic

The One Year Plan
Parent’s Guide for Helping Children Succeed in School

Love and Logic parents remember that parents
can't teach for teachers and teachers can't parent
for parents. Remember that teachers and parents
can't learn for kids no matter how much we love
them.

Show the same amount of love for your children
regardless of their success in school.

a. Show sadness rather than anger when they
have trouble at school.

Expect your children to do their share of the chores
at home.

Spend some time each day talking with excitement
about your work and your day. They will want to
imitate you and will soon begin to talk about
school and their day.

Take turns reading to each other every day.

Have your children teach you something they have
learned at school. Do this once per week.

Encourage your children to do things that “charge
their batteries.” Encourage them to try many differ-
ent activities as a way of discovering interests and
talents.

a. Remind them that they will build their careers
around their talents, not around their weak-

nesses.

Provide a time and place for homework. Expect
that they will study. Allow them to study either by
writing the assignments or thinking hard about
them for a reasonable amount of time.
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a. If they decide to study by thinking instead of
writing or reading, have them think of a plan
for explaining it to the teacher.

b. Support the teacher to handle this.

I.  Don't fight with children over the home-
work.

Il. Don't fight with the teachers over the
grade or consequence.

lll. Tell your children that you will love them
regardless of their grades or the number
of years it takes to complete each grade.

Don't pay your children for good grades and don't
punish for bad grades. Be excited about the good
grades and sad for the children about their bad
grades.

Have your children bring home papers.

a. Lookattheright answers instead of the wrong
ones.

b. Don't correct the wrong answers—Ileave this
for the teacher.

c. Have your children explain the reasons for the
answers being right. If they don't know, give
them three choices:

I.  You cheated?
Il.  You tried hard?

lll.  You are getting smarter in that subject?

Expect this Love and Logic program to take about
one year before you see good results. Remem-
ber that children who have a hard time at school

Continued...

www.loveandlogic.com
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& Love and Logic

The One Year Plan

Parent’s Guide for Helping Children Succeed in School

need to get away from it for a while each day. More
homework and problems at home about school
won't help.

a. Don't complain to teachers that they should
give this child more homework.

b. Use this program instead and you will see
amazing results in one year.

c. Fight with your children and their teachers
about homework and the problem will still be
there in years to come.

12. Love and Logic parents remember that highly suc-
cessful people put most of their efforts into their
talents and maintain minimal standards on every-
thing else.

Jim Fay is one of America’s most sought-after
presenters and authors in the area of parenting
and school discipline. His background includes 31
years as a teacher and administrator, over three
decades as a professional consultant, and many
years as the parent of three children. Jim’s sense of
humor and infectious spirit have made his
interviews, audios, videos, and books popu-lar
with educators and parents as well as the
national news media. Jim has discovered that
fun stories are the most powerful way of helping
people learn. He often comments, “People seem to
learn best when they giggle.” You will find this
delightful quality in many of our Love and Logic
products.

People who are really successful implementing this skill
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Material of the
Month

pes P
MONTESSORI

INSPIRED FOR LIFE

Lower Elementary Teachers



The Shape of Geometry in Montessori

As with many curricular areas, geometry in Montessori is quite different than it is in traditional education. Almost
all of the study is hands-on, using wooden shapes and nomenclature cards to teach geometric concepts.

This is very important when it comes to geometry, as research shows that it takes children a long time to be able
to picture shapes correctly in their minds, and even longer to be able to mentally “rotate” them. Working with
them in a hands-on manner helps immensely.

Where Did Geometry Come From?

Geometry is one of the oldest studies in human existence. The beginnings of geometry can be traced back to
ancient Egypt, from around 3000 BC. (You might want to check out my Story of Geometry for a neat way to tell

kids about these ancient beginnings). Since geomeans “earth” and metria means “measure”, early geometry was

all about measuring the earth to determine boundaries of ownership.

Geometry was originally a very practical science (as opposed to theoretical), involving measurements, areas, and
volume. Important early discoveries include formulas for determining lengths, areas, and volumes; circumference
and area of a circle; area of a triangle; volume of a cylinder, sphere, and pyramid. Quickly, geometry began to be
applied to many other disciplines, most notably astronomy. The intersection of astronomy and geometry enabled

scientists to determine the placement and movement of stars and plane

ts.

Geometry through the Senses
In Montessori, we start working with shapes and patterns early. The Sensorial area of the 3-6 classroom is really
the study of geometry; in elementary, this area becomes geometry. Early geometry materials include the triangle
boxes, the geometric cabinet, and the geometric bases
and solids. We call these early studies “Exploration of

Forms”. (Thanks to Alison’s Montessori for the

geometric cabinet picture!)

In these early activities, children are simply learning
the names of shapes and beginning to associate the
name with the shape. In true Montessori fashion, the
early geometry activities also increase hand/eye
coordination and fine motor skills as the child traces
the outline of the shape with a fingertip or pencil.




Naming & Knowing

After the child has explored forms and shapes, they are invited
to understand figures and their details. These are the
nomenclature cards (or geometry folders) that comprise much
of the 6-9 geometry curriculum. (See picture: Types of Angle
| 4@). Additional materials include the geometry stick box and
adjacent angles vertical angles command cards. Now, the child is learning the different parts
[ and types of lines, angles, triangles, and other shapes.
The difference between 3-6 and 6-9, as in any curricular area,
% is this: the child in 6-9 is discovering the properties of
whatever it is they explored sensorially in 3-6. The child begins
! to understand simple definitions and express concepts in their
conpeenoyanes | supplementary angles own words. Besides the ready-made geometry materials

(both wooden and printed), I find it helpful to keep small

wooden sticks (found at craft stores) and string available in the geometry area for freeform exploration.

The Golden Elements of Geometry

In 9-12, the child is introduced to three great concepts of geometry: congruence, similarity, and equivalence.
These concepts are referred to as the “Golden Elements” of geometry. The dynamic aspect of this level includes
taking figures apart, moving them about, and then putting them back together in such a way that they show
equivalency to another figure. For example, a child might reconfigure a triangle to show that it is equivalent to a
particular rectangle.
The nomenclature cards at this level include the Golden Elements as well as terminology for figures, including such
terms as height, width, and base, area, and volume. Children at this level will also enjoy researching and learning
about famous names from geometry, including Pythagoras, Euclid, and Archimedes. I'm a big fan of using books to
teach these sorts of concepts; you’ll find a few geometry titles listed here under the 9-12 age group.

Measuring Our Earth

Geometry should be fun! Shapes are all around us, and we use the concepts of geometry every day without
realizing it. By introducing children to geometry step-by-step, we insure their firm grasp of concepts as well as
enjoyment of the exploration that comes naturally when we measure the earth and everything in it.



